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PBEFACE. 




^ HE following Essay baying been 
placed in the banda of the 
Editor, he immediately recom- 
mended the publication of it 
in the Christian's Miscellany: 
and he feels sure that it will oomipend itself 
to the attention of the earnest-minded 
reader, by the just and deep appreciation of 
Scriptural imagery, the moral criticism, and 
the devotional sentiment chastened by 
deference to the authority of the Church, 
which the author inyariably exhibits. 

The general view taken of the Psalm ap- 
pears to the Editor to be correct and dis- 
criminating, and the Author's mind is 
eyidently fitted to pursue the analogies of 
Scripture, and to elicit a truly spiritual ap- 
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plication from attention to those matters, 
which are too commonly regarded as only 
subordinate and external. There are in it 
the marks of an original mind, "which has 
poured itself out from its abundance : the 
author has not assumed a task and executed 
it with talent, but has been evidently 
courted by the subject, and has written from 
the fulness of the heart. Such a work is 
always valuable, and this will be regarded 
as such even by many who may not assent 
to every position, or acquiesce in aU the 
conclusions which the author has assumed 
or educed. 

W. F. HOOK. 
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I HIS Psalm, which is perhaps 
one of the most striking 
passages in the inspired vo- 
lume, for beauty of composi- 
tion, and fervency of devo- 
tion, is supposed by some, to have been 
written by David, at the time he was driven 
from Jerusalem, by his rebellious son, Absa- 
lom. It carries in itself evidences of having 
been penned by one who was enduring a 
temporary separation from the courts of the 
Lobd's House, a separation however of 
body» not of spirit, a separation which 
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only served to bind the soul more closely to 
the spot, where it so fervently desired to 
be. The whole of this Psalm when atten- 
tively studied, will be found to contain a 
depth of feeling, very uncommon both in 
nature and degree, and which cannot be 
truly appreciated, (though it may be com- 
mented upon) except by those who have 
themselves advanced into the spiritual ta- 
bernacles, which the Psalmist pronounced 
to be " amiable." 

1st. 2nd. " How amiable are Thy taber- 
nacles, O Lord of Hosts ! My soul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lobd: my heart and my flesh crieth out 
for the living God." What are these taber- 
nacles, which called for such a rapturous ex- 
clamation from the lips of the Psahnist? On 
this question depends ^e whole beauty of 
the Psalm before us. We may suppose 
1^ exdamation to be prompted by the 
temporary separation before aUuded to, from 
the visible courts of the LosD^e Houst . 
One who lake David bad actually And really 
experienced the benefits resulting from tba 
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tHrdimnces of his religioii, would when im- 
peratiye circmnstancM forced him to forego 
these benefits, Tery readily ^Lclaim* "My 
soul longetfa« yea, even feinteth for the 
courts of the Lord." It is impossible to 
describe, for the natural heart cannot con- 
ceive the love which the soul feels, for those 
altars whence nourishment has been daily 
derived, comfort in adversity, support and 
strength in tibe hour of need. The worldliag 
may scol^ as the heathen did at the captive 
Israelite, when they said, ** Sing us one of 
the songs of Sion." But the reply must in- 
variably be, " How shall I sing the Lobd's 
song in a strange land ?" How shall I tune 
the sacred harp to unhallowed profane earsi 
how nhall I cast my precious pearls, before 
those who will trample thorn under footP 
Gan we wonder then, that 1^ heart should 
yearn for the courts of OoD, that the soui 
ehould long, yea, even faint, that the heart 
and the iiesh should cry out ? It is not th&t 
the Ghristian does not feel and acknowledge 
the onsnipresence of has QoD, it is not that 
he diws not know, that God «an 3iear his 
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prayer as well from tlie desert, as from tlie 
consecrated tabernacles, far from it. Suck 
could not have been David's sentiments, or 
why did he elsewhere exclaim, '<If I ascend 
up into heaven. Thou art there j if X make 
my bed in hell, behold Thou art there. If I 
take the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the uttermost parts of the sea; even there 
shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right 
hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the 
darkness shall cover me; even the night 
shall be' light about me. Yea the darkness 
hideth not from Tliee, but the night shineth 
as the day, the darkness and the light are 
bothalike to Thee." This is not the lan- 
guage of one, who cannot see Goo in every 
thing; he who pronounced these words, must 
have truly proved by a glorious reality, the 
assertion of our Lord, "the kingdom of 
God is within you." How was it then that 
one who had the kingdom of God within 
him fainted and longed for the visible courts 
of the LobdP Whence this eager desire 
to dwell in His house, to be even a door^ 
keeper in the house of his God P It was, 
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that on those sacred altars, the sparrow had 
found her a house, and the swallow a nest 
for herself; the meanest, the weakest in the 
Church of God there found their refuge. 
There and there only lay enshrined the 
glory of Jehovah, there was the Holy of 
Holies where the annual sacrifice was 
offered, there likewise was the mercy-seat 
overshadowed by the two cherubins, from 
between which, the Losd Himself mysteri- 
ously communed with His priest. There 
also was kept the Testimony, the sacred 
laws of which were weekly rehearsed in the 
ears of all the people. There were also the 
outer courts, where the people assembled 
for the daily sacrifice, there in short and 
there only were celebrated the mysteries 
of the true faith. Can we read the descrip- 
tion of the Tabernacle given in Exodus, to- 
gether with the commentary thereupon, 
given by S. Paul to the Hebrews, and 
wonder that David should have called them 
amiable, and yearned after them ? Doubt- 
less to the Psalmist's spiritual mind, the 
depths of the sea, and the wings of the 
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moiniiig, bore the ImpiieaB of the GreaUa^ 
doubtloBs **HoUme8S to the Losld" ^as as 
deeply engraTen on his memory, as on the 
mitre of the High-Priest; but comld these 
compensate for an absence from the oourts 
of the Tabernacle? They could not enable 
him to partaJie of the sacrifice for sins, they 
could not give him his part in that myste- 
rious communion which God Himself had 
confined to the limits of the Tabemade. 
The religion of nature may embellish, but 
it cannot supplant thai; of revelation, 

Thb was what caused the FsaJmisfa 
heart to faint within him, when separated 
from the house of God, and to count them 
blessed who dwell then continually. Nor 
was this a passing exdamation, uttered in a 
momentary enthusiasm, otherwise it would 
not have been recorded in Holy Writ as 
words of inspiration. When David solemnly 
declared, "A day in Thy courts is better 
than a thousand ; I had rather be a door* 
keeper in the house of my God than to 
dwell in the tents of wiekedneas,^' he had 
deeply pondered ihe matter, and Uie words 
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ks tiieii breathedj and which have nbice 
sdnred many a holy thought in the mind 
upon which they have fiJlen, were the resuh 
not of excitement, but of sober faith. Let 
U8 prove this by examining the general tone 
of his feelings on this one subject : we shall 
see that though quickened by separationy he 
Iblt it not less when in the full enjoymfent of 
its blessings. See then where in the 26th 
Psalm he says, ** Lord, I have loved the 
habitatioii of Thy house, and the place 
where Thine h(mour dwelleth." In the 27th 
he declares, ** One thing have I desired of 
the LoBD, that wiU I seek after; that I may 
dwell in the house of the LoBZi aH the days 
of my life, to bdbold the beauty of the Lo£i> 
and to inquire in His temple^'' Again in 
tibe65th, ''Blessed is the man whom, Thou 
choosest,. and causest to approach unto 
Tbeev ihat he may AoeU in Thy courts; he 
shall be smd^d wilii tlie goodness of Thy 
house, even of 13iy holy temple." It were 
impossible to eBumerat& all the is^stanoes in, 
which David testifies this holy feeling, for it 
is the pervading spirit of his writings, it is 
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the spirit which caused him to complain as' 
the only drawback to his eojoyment, when 
at the height of his regal splendours, " See 
now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the Ark 
of God dwelleth in curtains.^* And again 
when from the wilderness of Judah he cried 
to God, "O God, Thou art my God, 
early will I seek Thee: my soul thirsteth 
for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee in a dry 
and thirsty land where no water is : To see 
Thy power and Thy glory; so as 1 have 
seen them in the sanctuary."! 

We do not deny that the verses just 
quoted, are capable of another, and a richer 
meaning, than that put upon them, and 
which we shall dwell upon at large pre- 
sently. All- we maintain is, that the 
Psalmist when he uttered them was alluding 
to the literal sanctuary of God. Be it 
that with his prophetic inspired eye, he saw 
likewise a hidden sanctuary, that within the 
visible he was privileged to gaze upon the 
invisible temple, yet this circumstance does 

* 8 Sam. vil. S. 
t Psalm UUi. 1.9. 
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not alter, though it may extend the simple 
construction of his words; he sighed for the 
communion of the Sanctuary. 

Does the heart of the Christian respond 
to these suhlime sentiments of the Jewish 
king? Can we read or repeat unmoved, 
words which seem to contain an essence of 
Divinity? Does a temporary separation from 
the courts of God's house, cause the soul to 
long, yea even to faint, for a retmion with 
them ? True, the Christian can worship God 
every where, he needs not a consecrated 
building to enable him to adore the God of 
the universe. If the beauties of nature 
could form a temple of worship for the king 
of Israel, who lived under the law, assuredly 
to the Christian such a temple is tenfold 
more sanctified. True, the Christian has 
therefore the advantage of the Jew, not only 
in natural, but in spiritual religion ; for if 
David could commune in his heart with the 
Lord, much more one who has been biuried, 
and risen with Chbist, and whose heart is 
the "temple of the Holy Ghost." But 
does the full enjoyment of that inner temple. 
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diminiBh the reverential affection doe ta the 
Tiflible one P Be it that on our altan, there 
is not slain a lamb for a sacrifice for sin, — aare 
not the body and \Aood of Him Whom tiie 
lamb did but typify represented and offered 
thereon? and shall those altars be less 
cherished by ns, because we enjoy the 8ul>> 
stance instead of the shadow — the reatit}^, 
instead of the anticipation. What though 
the veO which conceded the Holy of holies 
from the eye of the worshipper be now rent 
m twain from the top to the bottom, so that 
the communion then Touchsafedto the High 
Priest alone be now open to the humblest 
belieyer, should that diminish rather than 
increase the holy ardour with which we flock 
fo the courts of the Lord P Was not David 
one of those prophets and kings, who de- 
sired to see liie things which we see, but did 
not see them, and to hear the things vdnch 
wo hear, but £d not bear them P And if he 
''was gkd when they said unto him. Let ua 
go to the house of ihe Lobd ;" if he desired 
but the one thing, <*to dwell in tfa^ house of 
^ LoED all the days of his life, and to. in- 
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quire in His temple/' thougli that temple 
contained but types and shadows, '* of good 
things to come/' what would have been his 
feelings, had he been called to partake of 
those " good things/' had he been permitted 
to feast on the supper of the true Lamb of 
GodP Would he have loved the Lobd'b 
bouse less P would he when separated from 
it, have ceased to long, yea even to faint 
for a restoration P 

If, therefore, we canwithout pain absent 
ourselves from the ordinances of our holy re- 
ligion, if without a pang we can watch those 
ordinances fall into disuse, or cease to be 
hallowed, if it costs us nothing to see the 
sanctuary despoiled by profane hands, let 
us not imagine such culpable indifference 
proceeds from spirituality ; for are we more 
spiritual than David, or those who so plain- 
tively exclaimed, "How shall we sing the 
Losd's song in a strange landP" 

Let it not be thought that we dwell too 

much on the externals of religion, if we still 

continue to ponder upon this subject. Let 

us remember that to love profoundly the 

c 
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sacred ordinanoes in which we have heem 
nurtuied, is not to depreciate the spiiit of 
them. The ordinance is the bodj which 
contains the soul of religion, and God has 
willed in His infinite wisdom, that in this 
life the body and soul should be so closely 
linked together, that we cannot destroy the 
one, without being depriyed of the other. 
In the friend we love, we love his body and 
souL Though it be his mind which comr 
mands our respect and regard, though it 
may be his spirit which binds us to him; 
yet can we enjoy his mind and spirit, only 
through the medium of his body. Strange 
would be our love, were we to wish to dis- 
unite the two, in order to promote inter<- 
course with our friend. We must take 
them both together, or hare neither; a 
separation between them is not permitted 
in this life, in the future perchance we shall 
be more spirituaL If therefore the ordi- 
nance is to religion, what the body is to the 
soul of man, let us not say in excuse for our 
apathetic coldness towards the sanctuary of 
the Lo£D, that we are too spiritual to love 
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empty fonns and ceremonies. There oan^ 
not be an empty form in religion, any more 
than there can exist a living body, un- 
tenanted by a aouL Therefore let us irith 
David earnestly sigh for those courts, where 
are treasured up the body and soul of our 
heavenly religion. 

It IS necessary for a sincere Christian, to 
train his mind betimes, to this reverential 
love for the sanctuary, as we know not how 
soon it may be called into action. Be it, that 
now religion is universally acknowledged, 
and to a certain degree respected, are we 
sure that it will be for ever so? Though 
hitherto we may have ''gone with the mul- 
titude to the house of Qod with the voice 
of joy and praise,"* should *' the multitude" 
cease to go thither, or go without joy, shall 
we cease too P Or shall we rather consider 
that land where the Church of Ood is not 
honoured, " a dry and thirsty land where no 
water is P" The time may come when like 
the Psahnist we shall have to exclaim, <* O 
God, the heathen have come into Thine 
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inheritance; Thy holy temple have they 
defiled ; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps." 
Such things have been, and may be again ; 
then MPray for the peace of Jerusalem; 
they shall prosper that love thee. Peace be 
-within ihy walls and prosperity within thy 
palaces. For my brethren and companions' 
sakes I will now say, Peace be within thee. 
Because of the house of the Lobd our God 
I will seek thy good."* 

We haye now pursued this subject suffi- 
ciently far, to prove the fervent love that 
David possessed for the house of God, that 
love which perhaps more than any thing 
else, made him typical of Him, Who could 
not bear to see His Fatheb's house dis- 
honoured, and of Whom he himself wrote, 
''the zeal of Thine house hath eaten me 
up.'' The exclamation respecting those 
"who ministered in God's house, ''Blessed 
are they that dwell in Thy house, they will 
be still praising Thee," denotes the same. 
The Psalmist actually envied those whose 
sacred office compelled them to be constant 
* PMOmczxiii. 
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hihabitants of the tabernacle, he thought 
them blessed, he thought tfthat every happi- 
ness they could wish for, was within their 
grasp, and fain would he have been in their 
place. Certainly if there is a class of 
mortals, more blessed and privileged than 
another, it is that which comprises the 
Priests of the Most High, who stand day 
and night before Him, and who are per- 
mitted to inhabit those courts, of which 
David, though king of Israel, aspired only 
to be door-keeper. We will then expl(nre 
no further into the secret and interminable 
recesses of the visible temple of God, but 
proceed with reverence to draw the vail, 
which conceals that hidden temple, that 
mysterious Holy of Holies, which is the 
soul of the visible one. Whether in nature 
or religion, we have already proved that 
God has been pleased to make what ia 
" outward and visible," either the receptacle 
or sign of something " inward and spuitual.'' 
What the soul is to the body, what the 
spirit of faith was to the Paschal Sacrifice, 
what the washing of regeneration is to the 
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baptbmal waters, what the Body and Bk)od 
of our LoBD ar» to the hread and wine, 
mich is this iniigible sanetuary to the 
Tahemade of God. It is the righteomnum 
of Gk)Dy that sanctuary of righteousness, in 
which Saints in aU ages hate found rest 
and shelter from the storms of sin and of 
thewcNrld. 

Before we can fully enter into the mean- 
ing of the following verses of this Psalm, 
which all bear upon the same point, it will 
be necessary attentively to consider, what 
this sanctuary, this hidden temple really is. 
In this and many similar Psalms, David ap* 
pears to have vaguely hinted at, in an ex- 
perimental way, a subject which, enlarged 
upon and explained, occupied so consider^ 
able a portion of the writings of the Apos* 
ties. Those Tabemaoles which were so 
amiable, and in which it was so Uessed to 
dwell, seem to convey the same impression, 
as those "heavenly placeiB^ in which S. 
Paul t^ his Epheeian converts,* that 
Chbist has made us to sit. What are those 
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Heavenly Places? Surely they are ''that 
state of salvation'' to vhich "we heartily 
thank our Heavenly Father for having 
called us through Jesus Chbist our 
SAYiotTB." That salvation which in so 
many difTerent parables our Lobd denomi- 
nated <' the kingdom of QoD." Now at the 
word ** sahraftion," the mind of the Christian 
is wont to recur to the subject of remission 
of sins, that flree pardon, which rescues the 
sinner from the endless punishment of hell. 
Th» forms no doubt a portion, nay, a con- 
siderable portion of that stupendous scheme, 
comprehended in the term ** salvation," and 
it is ike portion which many Christians 
dwell upon exclusively; consequently on 
hearing it refozred to the Psalm before us, 
some of us perhi^ may remark with sur« 
prise that throughout its devotiottal aspira- 
tions, rescue from punishment is not once 
included among the many blessings of the 
sanctuary. Could this be tiiat David did 
not feel sin to be heinous, and to require a 
pardon and rescue? Impossible! wa cannot 
for a motaient. conceive such an idea, if we 
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have eTer newed him in his penitential 
hours, when he exclaimed, " Mine iniquitieB 
are gone over mine head: as a heavy 
burden they are too heavy for me.** Ck>uld 
it then be that living under the old dispen- 
sation, he had not a clear insight into the 
depths of salvation P Surely not, this Psalm 
least of all, bears the impress of an imper- 
fect knowledge. Before we attempt to ac- 
count for this apparent omission in the 
Psalmist's description of the sanctuary, or 
even to call it an omission, let us examine 
whether there be not some more extensive 
view offered of the doctrine of Salvation, 
which would tend to put David on a level 
with the Apostles themselves. > 

In the context of the passage we selected 
from S. Paul's epistle to the Ephesiaaa* 
the following remarkable expression is used. 
" But God, Who is rich in mercy, for His 
great love wherewith He loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with Chbist, (by grace ye are 
saved,) and hath raised us up together, and 
Bii.6,0. , . . 
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made ns sit together, in heayenly places in 
Chbist Jesus." Now these words are used 
after S. Paul has been describing the con- 
dition of the Ephesians, (which condition is 
universal ampng the unregenerate) while 
they were " dead in trespasses and sins." 
From this awful state of subjection to the 
power of darkness, God in His great love 
has delivered us, and quickened us, and 
raised us up together with Ckrist. This ex- 
pression '* quickened and raised up with 
Chbist," r^erring to His death and resur- 
rection, contains a profound meaning which 
is more minutely explained in the 6th of 
Itomans* ** Know ye not that so many of 
us as were baptized into Jesus Chkist were 
baptized into His death ? Therefore we are 
buried with Him by baptism into death; 
that like as Chbist was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Fatheb, eVen so 
we also should walk in newness of life 
— Knowing this, that our old man is cruci- 
fied with Him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin — Likewise reckon ye also your- 
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selves to be dead indeed unto tin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Chbist our 
LoBD." This chapter explains the verses 
previously quoted from the Ephesians, for 
here we see that the being ^* quid^ened and 
raised iq> with Christ'' refers to the waters 
of regeneration, in which we were first buried 
with Him, and from which we then rise with 
Him, quickened and renewed after the 
image of the second Adam. This renewal 
of the soul by which we regain the image of 
God, lost through original sin^ is still more 
emphatically expressed by S. Peter, when 
in his 2nd general Epistle, 1st chap., he 
tells us that we hereby become " partakers 
of the Divine nature.'' ''According as His 
divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him that hath called us 
to glory and virtue: Whereby are given 
unto us exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the 
'corruption that is in the world through 
^ust" 
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Now surely it is impossible for » man who 
is conscious of his naturally deprayed eon- 
dition, to turn his mind to the contemplation 
of ** life and godliness," and then to be as- 
Bured that all things which ''pertain unto 
them'' are given to him for present and future 
enjoyment, without being overwhelmed with 
astonishment and deHght When we reflect 
upon what the Divine nature really is, upon 
its purity, its unspeakable holiness^ its free- 
dom from those passions which poUute, and 
those cares which distract human nature, 
and when we feel that we may daun that 
divine nature instead of the earthly <me, 
and that within our Father's house are laid 
up for us inexhaustible stores of godly graces 
which we UMiy use as we need, can we wonr 
der that David should exclaim, ** Blessed 
are they that dwell in Thy house, they will 
be still praising Thee." If this be the « state 
of salvation unto which we are called," surely 
it is a sanctuary, we may well ccmsider it the 
Tabernacle of the Lobd. And can we doubt 
that this is salvation? What else should it 
beP Be it, that reseue from eternal woe is 
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not here expatiated upon, mtelj to those 
who are called to be partakers of the ** divine 
nature,'' such rescue is presupposed. Re* 
mission of sins is the outer court of the tern* 
pie, through which we must pass to enter it 
at all, but to which we are not bound to limit 
ourselves. We who are " a royal priest- 
hood," may boldly enter the Holy of 
Holies, and there measure ** the breadth, and 
length, and depth and height " of those spi^ 
ritual Tabernacles, which are very "amia- 
ble," and where we shall know " the love of 
Chbist which passeth knowledge." 

In the scheme of salvation laid before us 
in the gospels and epistles, there is a breadth, 
which all minds cannot grasp, there is a 
length to which many cannot extend, there 
is a depth which some cannot fathom^ 
and a height which many dare not reach 
unto. Be it so' these advance not beyond 
the threshold of the Tabernacle, and are safe ; 
in the inexhaustible stores of God there is 
milk for babes, as well as strong meat for 
men. These, clinging to the base of the Eter- 
nal Rock, are secure from destruction; and 
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only b]ameable»when they decry as presump- 
tuous, those who seek to scale the summit. 
But let those who can^ stretch their compre- 
hensions to the whole of that salvation which 
Christ has purchased for us, let us not lose 
sight of those most glorious gifts by which 
** we all, with open face, beholding as in a 
glass the glory of the Lobd, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory^ 
eyen as by the Spirit of the LosD." And 
having been changed into that image we 
become <<the temples of the Holy Ghost," 
we must walk as he walked, " having no abid- 
ing city here, but seeking one to come." In 
that eternal city is our conversation. There 
are centred our hopes, our joys, our prospects, 
passing through this troublesome world as 
« strangers and pilgrims," we may use it as 
a caravansary, but not as a home . We dwell 
in the house of the Lobd, consequently all 
that passes outside that house, whether of 
cares, vexations, or pleasures, touch us not; 
we are within the sanctuary. 

Having with the Psalmist partially dwelt 
upon the riches and blessings enjoyed within 
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the LoBD*s house, blessmgs which constraia 
the soul to be '< still praismg Him," to renew 
those praises daily, and 'without weariness, 
we will continue with the Psalmist, to Tiew 
also the blessedness enjoyed in a more actiye 
combat '* Blessed is the man whose strength 
is in Thee, in whose heart are the ways of 
them,'' (or according to the Prayer Book yep- 
sion, " 111 whose heart are Thy ways.") That 
righteousness which we haye feebly described 
as being a spiritual temple, to .which the 
saints admitted, must be carried about with 
them, like the ark of the Israelites. It must 
go before them to battle, their strength 
must be in it, as partakers of the diyine na- 
ture our strength is in God. It is (Ei curious 
fact, that while God is to all intents and puiv 
poses our Temple, that is to say, the " state 
of salyation to which we are called" is our 
sanctuary, we are also His temples, our hearts 
the sanctuary of His glory. While to our 
bodies are committed as a precious charge 
the body and blood of the Son of God, our 
hearts are made a temple of the Holt 
'Ihost. That bodies thus honoured should 
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ev«r be defiled, that hearts thns Tisited 
should eyer be estranged from their great 
Owner, seems almost a paradox. ** In his 
heart are the ways of them/' the law of GoD 
is so deeply graven upon the mind of the 
real Christian, he who has tasted and appre- 
ciated the bounties of his Loud, that they 
become his will, he knows none besides, and 
only seeks to convey the same to others. 

Being'^renewed after the image of Him that 
created him'' the mind of the perfect Christian 
is like a dear mirror, in which are reflected 
the outlines of those attributes which con- 
stitute the Holiness of Jehovah. Thus not 
only having his strength in God, is he enabled 
to vanquish the en^Diies of his own soul, 
which doubtless constituted part of David's 
beatitude, but also being thus illumined with 
a lustre not his own, he is enabled like the 
moon bearing the reflection of the sun's 
light, **8o to let his light shine before 
men that they may see his good works 
and glorify his heavenly Fatheb." But* 
" this shall be the covenant tiiat I will make 
* Jer. xxxL 33. 
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"with the house of Israel : after those dayB» 
saith the Lo£D, I will put My law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts, 
and will be their God, and they shall be My 
people." " Know ye not that ye are the 
Temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?"* "What, know ye not 
that your body is the Temple of the Holy 
Ghost, Which is in you. Which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own ?*' '* Ye are 
the Temple of the liTing God ; as God has 
said, I wUl dwell in them, and walk in them ; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people."t Who can estimate the unspeakable 
blessing of God dwelling in us. Again to 
the Ephesians S. Paul describing the hdi- 
ness of the salvation purchased for us, goes 
on to say, " Now therefore ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints and of the household of God ; 
and are buUt upon the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Chbist Him- 
self being the chief comer stone." Incompre- 
hensible edifice! in us is reared a temple to 
* 1 Cor. Ui. 10. t 3 Cor. Ti. 16. 
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the glory of God, of which temple He Him- 
self forms the chief comer stone ! 

These are a few, among many passages of 
Scripture, which describe the man in whose 
heart are the ways of God, and whom the 
Psalmist justly considered blessed. These 
are selected to give authority to a description, 
which if given in human language alone, 
every mind would shrink from appropriating 
to itself, so vast is it, so grand, so lofty ! But 
can any one read them unmoved ? lives there 
the man, who would forego these glories, de- 
sert the sanctuary of God, where he is per- 
mitted to dwell, and defile the sanctuary of 
his heart, where God has chosen to dwell ? 
If there be such, God grant that his sin be 
one of ignorance, not of presumption, lest 
having seen the truth and rejected it, his 
sin be beyond recovery. 

At the same time, we cannot deny, that 
though this glorious state of holiness which 
we have been contemplating, is brilliant 
in the prospect, it appears perhaps less so, 
when reduced to the every-day duties of 
real life. To some perhaps the subject we 

D 
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have been discussing, may appear yisionary, 
or at any rate too elevated a description of 
Christian holiness to be realized in this pro- 
bationary state. The piety which seems but 
too alluring, in the form of communion with 
God, or contemplation of heavenly things, 
loses to some minds its attractiveness, when 
exhibited under the form of every-day duties^ 
insignificant self-denials, and the quelling of 
those earthly passions which every now and 
then rise to warn even the greatest saint of 
his mortality. But as the godly mind advan- 
ces in its godliness, it will learn that religion 
differing materially from all that earthly wis- 
dom deems grand and noble, is never greater 
or loftier than when it lends its lustre to com- 
paratively small things, magnifying them by 
its reflective influence into its own greati^ess. 
The relative terms of great and little, as used 
in this world, exist not in the sanctuary. 
There, all that is not holiness, is sin, how- 
ever trifling : and every duty vigorously per- 
formed, how mean soever its office, is a jewel 
in the crown of holiness. 
Others may perhaps despair of ever realiz* 
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ing BO inestimable a scheme of salyation, 
the trials and conflicts every Christian has to 
go through, seem to shut from his sight 
those visions of glory presented to him in 
Scripture* But ive must remember that the 
blessedness which the Psalmist has been de^- 
scribing, is an advanced stage of Christian 
grace. Godliness is progressive, and the path 
to it is thorny, and the gate narrow. This 
brings us to the sixth verse of the Psalm 
before us, where the Prophet ceasing a mo^ 
ment to describe the blessedness of the Ta- 
bernacle, mentions the path leading thithera 
<< AVlio passing through the valley of Baca 
make it a well; the Tain also filleth the 
pools.** * The exact meaning of this pass- 
age never has been discovered, commenta- 
tors have differed, though all have united to 
consider it in some way or other descriptive 
of the tearful journey of the soul, onward to- 
wards God. Some have interpreted the 
valley of Baca, as being so fiill of thorny 
bushes, as to render it impossible to pass 

* The literal translation of the word Baca, is ** mvX- 
berry t«eii.»» 

D 2 
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through it without being torn, and thereby 
watering it with tears, signifying the pain- 
ful, tearful struggle of the Christian in the 
wilderness of sin. Whether this be exactly 
the right interpretation or not, we cannot 
determine, but the context and the follow- 
ing verse, lead us to the conclusion, that 
some such meaning is attached to the passage 
before us. Doubtless there is some deep wis- 
dom in the text, which even the learned can- 
not fathom, but we may cull from it as much 
instruction as is needful for our purpose. 
From it we learn this awful truth, that the 
blessedness David and the Apostles have de- 
scribed, is not to be obtained without tears, 
that though Chbist's parting legacy was 
peace, peace such as the world cannot give, 
yet that tribulation, persecution and shame 
should be the lot of every disciple. 

This consideration may perchance answer 
the objections of any who have thought our 
reflections hitherto not quite consistent with 
the lowly sorrowing path, pointed out to the 
Christian. Be it that we have gazed with 
David on the glories of the Tabernacle, we 
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will also gaze upon the yalley of Baca, nay, 
nor be content to gaze, we will vigorously 
pass through it Let us remember that suffer- 
ing is the glory of the Christian, it is the only 
path to perfection, it is the only thing that 
can in some distant degree assimilate us with 
Chbist. Those who prefer and seek a life 
of ease and tranquillity choose their portion 
in this life, yerily they have their reward, but 
they have not our reward. " The Captain of 
our salvation" though He was the Son of 
OoDwas "made perfect through sufferings,"* 
sorrow, tears, vigils, long fastings, a bloody 
sweat and Crucifixion formed the career of 
His life. Stripes, imprisonment, shame and 
tortures were the portion of His Apostles, 
and shall a different path be chalked out for 
us ? Shall the glory thus attained through 
tortures, be for us the recompense of a life of 
comfort? God forbid! We that would enjoy 
the rapturous prospect, from the summit of 
Ood's holy hill, must scale the steep ascent, 
though the thorns and the briers tear his 
flesh, and the sharp rocks and stones cut him. 
* Heb. il. 10. 
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He that would share the glorious privileges 
purchased for us by the Cross of Christ 
must bear the cross for Him, yea though its 
weight bow him down to the dust. There 
ia a glory in sufferings, which the world can- 
not appreciate, the world would think us de- 
lirious, did it hear us praying for agony, and 
yet what is it but to pray for the badge of 
our LoBD P What else can certify to us that 
we are His ? As has been most beautifully 
expressed by a learned divine, " a work of 
blood is our salvation ; and we, as we would 
be saved, must draw near and gaze upon it 
in faith, and accept it as the way to heaven. 
— ^No wonder then, should we receive on our- 
selves some drops of the sacred agony which 
bedewed His garments ; no wonder should 
we be sprinkled with the sorrows which He 
bore in expiation for our sins.''* 

If then tiie sufferings of Christians be re- 
ally a sprinkling of Cheist's agony, who 
will murmur, at having to endure them? 
Who wiU refuse to say with David, " It is 
good for me that I have been afflicted?" 

* Newman's Parochial Sermons, Vol. iii. Ser. xi. 



LXXXIV F8ALM. 89 

with S. Paul " I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed in usP" Worthy to be compared! 
Assuredly not, when we consider what that 
glory is, when we reflect that it is to be ** heir 
and co-heir with Htm," if so be that we suf- 
fer with Him. Can we be heirs of His glory, 
without having been heirs of His sufferings ? 
Whatsays the Lord Himself on this subject ? 
When His Apostles James and John boldly 
aspired to postsof eminence in Chbist's king- 
dom, what was the path immediately pointed 
out by our Lobd, as leading to it P " Are ye 
able to drink of the cup that I drink of, and 
to be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with P They say unto Him, We are 
able." And effectually they were; that de- 
sired post they have now obtained, purchased 
by the blood of martyrdom. 

Are we then desirous to attain that blessed- 
ness which these holy men attained P we must 
tread in their steps, and "are we able ?" This 
is a serious question, God grant that we may 
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answer it sincerely. Are ve able to rejoice 
in suffering, to court it as a badge of our Re- 
deemer P We must remember, that it is not 
enough to bear it when it comes, to support 
it with resignation, the heathen philosopher 
could do as much: resignation is a word not 
once employed in Scripture, as applied to 
suffering. The Apostles where not resigned 
to their sufferings, as to an unavoidable evil, 
they rejoiced in them as the choicest favour 
that could be conferred upon them. That 
forms one strong line of demarcation, be- 
tween the philosopher and the Christian ; 
the one bears affliction with stoic fortitude, 
but he has no inward consolation, his sorrow 
begins and ends with itself, it brings no- 
thing with it; the other receives it with fer- 
vent joy, and binds close to his breast the 
bloody badge of fellowship with Saints and 
with Cheist. 

Let us not deceive ourselves, the valley 
of Baca must be passed ere we would enjoy 
the blessings of the Sanctuary ; we must lead 
the life of mortification which S. Paul led. 
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if we would say with him, " I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness.'' Nor is 
it enough to suppose, that to mortify the 
body, to take up the cross, are expressions 
signifying merely to abstain from immoderate 
indulgence, from gross sin. It is but a lowly 
stage of Christianity that would be content 
with such as this. He who adheres closely 
to what is strictly lawful, and sacrifices only 
what he dare not retain, has made but slow 
advances into the mysteries of religion. 
"All things are lawful unto me," saith S. 
Paul, "but all things are not expedient.'' 
The love of the world, even of its innocent 
enjoyments, is not of God ; our hopes, our 
prospects for futurity, our ideas of happi- 
ness, must not be founded on anything 
this world can give, or take away. " Woe 
unto you that are rich, for ye have received 
your consolation." How sad it must be to 
have nothing to hope for, to have received 
all we have to expect. How could we live, 
if we were not always hoping? Never 
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thelesfl, Bueh is the case with those who have 
veceired their portion in this world. What 
awaits them P Do they expect the crown, 
which is to encircle the head which has 
ached in the cause of religion P Then let 
us earnestly press forward, through thorns 
and briers ; be our goblet of pleasure the 
cup of bitterness, our jewels drops of bloody 
sweat Let us dread and shun a life of 
ease and comfort, and embrace the cross as 
our choicest treasure. Let not our prospects 
of a happy life be the social feast, the do- 
mestic hearth, the career of fame. Be ours 
the cross, the daily self-denial, the solitary 
path of sorrow ; and if the mind for a mo- 
ment shrink from the contemplation of such 
a life, if our longing eyes involuntarily turn 
to earthly pleasures, let us hasten to view 
the glories laid up for us ; let us remember 
that the vanities we are called to renounce 
cannot be placed in competition with the 
" eternal weight of glory " stored up for us 
in the tabernacles, which we have proved to 
be very " amiable." The Psalmist declares, 
in the 65th Psalm, " we shall besatisfied with 
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the goodness of Thy house, eyen of Thy 
holy temple." He was satisfied, he wished 
for nothing better than to dwell in the house 
of his God. Surely, the blessedness we 
have been expatiating upon, is a sufficient 
compensation for a few tears, a few groans. 
Then cheerfully we will obey our Heavenly 
Master, nor be content to wait in idleness 
till the cross be laid upon our shoulders, so 
that we must bear it whether we will or not $ 
but we will " take it up," we will carry it 
willingly. 

It may, perhaps, at first sight, seem strange 
that David should have so deeply felt the 
Christian truth, that in order '' to reap in 
joy," we must " sow in tears," seeing that he 
lived under a dispensation, in which pros- 
perity, and temporal blessings, were the 
appointed means by which God punished 
or rewarded the good or wicked. That 
straight and narrow path which we have 
been describing, is peculiar to the Christian 
religion; it belonged not to the Jewish, 
having been begun and opened by Chbist 
Himself. Nevertheless, lliough in order to 
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separate them from the kicked, God caused 
their flocks and herds to increase, and blessed 
them with the richness and fatness of the 
earth; yet it may be remarked, that all those 
who were eminent Saints of God, did not 
live upon their dispensation, as a religion 
in itself, but as a representation of a better 
one. These looked to Chbist and lived 
upon Him as certainly as we do, only in a dif- 
ferent way. " They did all eat the same spi- 
ritual meat ; and did all drink the same spi- 
ritual drink ; for they drank of that spiritual 
rock that followed them, and that rock was 
Chbist." These all either typified or pro- 
phesied Christ's passion. Is it, therefore, 
to be wondered at, that with their prophetic 
eye they should have also gazed upon that 
better way to glory, which His passion was 
to open ? Thus the Patriarchs, in the midst 
of their plenty, confessed themselves to be 
strangers and pilgrims, and thus David, on 
the throne of Jerusalem, said, " I am a 
stranger on the earth." 

That the mysterious scheme of salvation, 
in all its characteristics, was, in very deed, 
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unfolded to the view of the more enlightened 
Jewish worshippers, the following verse 
partly goes to prove. " They go on from 
strength to strength, every one of them in 
Zion appeareth before God." This is one of 
the peculiarities of Christian believers ,- they 
are always progressing, they always "go on." 
Job, in the midst of his afflictions, was not 
ignorant of this progressive movement in 
religion. "The righteous also shall hold 
on his way, and he that hath clean hands 
shall be stronger and stronger.''* Solomon, 
in the most beautiful language, and by 
a perfect imagery, conveys the same im- 
portant truth, "The path of the just is 
as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day." Could any 
Christian writer have expressed this truth 
more forcibly than the Jewish kingpf Again, 
Isaiah : " They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength ; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles ; they shall run and 
not be weary, and they shall walk and not 
faint."t Now all these verses just quoted, 
• Job xvU. t Prov. Iv. t Ita. xl. 
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bear forcibly upon the passage before us^ 
" they go on from strength to strength." 
Who go on P Those " who passing through 
the valley of Baca make it a well/' ** the 
man whose strength is in God, in whose 
heart are the ways of them." " They who 
dwell in God's house." These are the men 
who " go on from strength to strength, till 
every one of them in Zion appeareth before 
God." 

Now this presents to us an important 
lesson, which it behoves us all to attend 
unto. If the natiire of religion be to pro- 
gress, what is to become of that system of 
religion, the very principle of which is to 
stand still at one point ? It is one of the 
jchoicest privileges of the Sanctuary which 
we have been describing, that in it we always 
advance i but it is a privilege we too often 
lose sight of. That glorious state of com- 
munion with God, in which the soul tastes 
in anticipation the blessedness of Heaven, 
in which all earthly things sink into nothing* 
ness, and God is all in all, is not to be at* 
tained at once. True as it is, that the valley 
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of Baca is the principal path leading thither, 
it is not less true, that our movements therein 
must be progressive. The state we have men- 
tioned may, perhaps, be the very last stage 
of the Christian's journey, but the whole 
journey is interesting; there is a happi- 
ness that can only be conceived by being ex- 
perienced, in feeling that we draw nearer and 
nearer to God day after day, that our hearts 
are gradually becoming more disciplined to 
His holy will, that our minds are becoming 
more assimilated to Him. To feel, one by 
one, our earthly ties severed from us, and 
to see the world by degrees fading into less 
brilliant colours before our eyes, till Chbist 
at last reigns sole Monarch of our affections ; 
these are sources of bliss known only to 
those who ** go on from strength to 
strength." This is not some fanciful or 
visionary construction placed upon Scrip* 
ture, and only apparently authorized by a 
text found here and there. It is the leading 
principle of all the inspired writings; it is the 
living spring of the Christian religion ; it is 
a truth not always clearly revealed, but 
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always deducible. It is the edifice of which 
the doctrine of the atonement is the foun- 
dation-stone. S. Paul bids his Colossian 
converts walk as they have received Chbist, 
and goes on to say, ** Rooted and built up 
in Him, and stablished in the faith/' There 
cannot be a metaphor more expressive of 
progression, than that of being " built up." 
It is one that constantly occurs in the 
Epistles. A building, ere it can be con* 
sidered as such, must have advanced by 
degrees. In the Epistle to the Ephesians, 
S. Paul extends this metaphor, and lays 
before us, in the last few verses of the second 
chapter, the whole progressive work of the 
Gospel scheme. *' For through Him (that 
is Chbist,) we both (Jews and Gentiles,) 
have access by one Spibit unto the Fatheb. 
Now, therefore, ye are no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
Saints, and of the household of God ; and 
are built upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, Jesus Chbist Himself being 
the chief corner-stone; in Whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto 
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a holy temple in the Lobd ; in Whom ye 
also are huilded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spieit." These sub- 
lime expressions, the rich meaning of which 
a whole life of study would not suffice to 
comprehend, were addressed to the Church, 
which having first obtained <' access unto 
the Father " through Gheist, and being 
built upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, grows up with the separate 
parts << fitly framed together," ''into a 
holy temple in the Loed, in Whom we also 
(as indiyiduals) are builded together for an 
habitation of Qod." Thus the Church has 
been progressive, and we each and all of us, 
as indiyiduals, are of this holy temple, as 
8» Peter tells us,* '* lively stones," and he 
ftirther enforces S. Paul's assertion, by 
bidding us be " built up in spiritual love." 

This, then, is the nature and intention of 
the Gospel, to rear an edifice " fit for the 
habitation of God," of which edifice Jesus 
Christ crucified must be the foundation 
and comer-stone, otherwise the edifice will 
* 1 S. Peter ii. 5* 
E 
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fall to the ground. But shall not the mem* 
bers of Chbist's Church, who are "lively 
stones," "a royal priesthood, a chosen 
generation, a holy nation, a peculiar peo- 
ple,'* shall they not " show forth the praises*' 
(or as it is in the margin, the virtues) " of 
Him Who hath called them from darkness 
into His marvellous light ?'' Shall they be 
content to stand still, having laid the 
foundation, and never care to build the 
temple "fit for the habitation of God?" 
But we cannot stand still, there is no room 
for it in the Christian religion ; the act of 
standing still betokens declension ; religion 
is a continual " pressing forward," a " going 
on from strength to strength/' 

David now breaks forth into a prayer to 
God, exclaiming, " O Lobd God, hear my 
prayer ; give ear, O God of Jacob. Be- 
hold, O God, our shield, and look upon 
the face of Thine anointed.'' The expres- 
sion "shield," as applied to God, occurs fre- 
quently in the Scriptures, and it is descrip- 
tive of the protection He affords His Church, 
"covering her as with His wings^ so that 
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the weapons hurled against her, fall power- 
less to the ground. Thus addressing the 
Almighty, David calls upon Him to hear the 
declaration he is about to make, which is one 
full of strength and meaning, **1 had rather 
be a door-keeper in the house of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
The literal signification of these words has 
been already commented upon ; their in- 
ward hidden meaning bears strongly on the 
preceding remarks. By referring to the 
marginal translation of the text we shall see 
that the passage runs thus. '*! would 
rather choose to sit at the threshold of the 
house of my God, &c." Now applying to 
these expressive words the spiritual mean- 
ing which we have been tracing throughout 
the Psalm, we have a very solemn assertion 
of David's placed before us. Such was the 
estimation in which he held the blessings of 
the Tabernacle, that he had rather enjoy 
them in the lowest degree, than dwell 
where they did not exist. He would rather 
sit at the threshold of the Tabernacle, for 
there at least he was with God ; there he 
E 2 
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oould dvril under the shadow of Hit wings. 
Be it, the tents of wickedness which he 
spumed would have been royal palaces of 
splendour; they offered no allurement to 
the Psalmist's spiritual mind. He else- 
where* prays to be delivered from worldly- 
minded men, as from a great evil, and adds, 
"As for me I will behold Thy face in 
righteousness, I will be satisfied, when I 
awake in Thy likeness." This is the climax 
of spiritual religion. S. Paul himself could 
no more than " count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chbist 
Jesus," which "knowledge of Chkist 
Jesus" is the same ''likeness*' of God, 
with which David declared he would be 
satisfied. 

But we see that he who had actually at- 
tained that likeness, insomuch as he has been 
since called the man after God's Own heart, 
after he had been describing the inmost 
recesses of the Tabernacle, as if startled at 
his audacity in advancing so far, calls upon 
God, his shield, to witness that he aspires 
ixvii. 
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but to sit at the threshold. There is some- 
thing beautiful in the position in which this 
aspiration is placed, it so clearly proves that 
the stream of humility flows parallel with 
that of faith. It is like Abraham, who, 
standing in converse with God, as with the 
friend of his heart, called himself but dust 
and ashes, and said, " Let not the Lokd be 
angry, and I will speak but this once." 
The former aspirations of David might, to 
an unpractised ear, sound presumptuous, 
were they not followed by this lowly asser* 
tion. But, in fact, there is no presumption 
in the holy aspirations of the man of OoD ; 
it is permitted to us to '* come boldly unto 
the throne of grace." 

David's humble wish to sit but at the 
threshold of the house of QoD, rather than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, may 
also tend to warn those in the Church of 
Chbist, who are thus spiritually advanced, 
not to look down upon their weaker breth- 
ren, who cannot, dare not advance beyond 
the threshold. S, Paul tells his adoatwetl 
converts among the Romans, " We that are 
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Strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak/' and it was of the weak, of the '' little 
ones,'* of His flock, that Ghbist spoke, 
when He said, that whosoever received one 
such in His name, received Him. Thus, 
then, in the Spiritual House of God there 
is comfort as well as nourishment for all 
classes. 

The Psalmist sums up the blessing of the 
Sanctuary by sajring (and in this declaration 
he embraces all, whether at the threshold 
or within the Holy of Holies,) "For the 
LoBD God is a sun and shield ; the Lobd 
will give grace and glory; no good thing 
will He withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly." To all those who in this proba- 
tionary life walk uprightly, fearing God, 
and serving Him with singleness of heart, 
not turning to the right or left, but keeping 
steadfast in the straight path, to all who 
bear persecution for His sake, not yielding 
in the hour of trial, but enduring to the 
end; to all such the Lobd will be a sun 
and shield: thus clearly making their 
sojourning here typical of that future state 
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in which " the city will have no need of the 
sun, neither of the moon to shine in it, for 
the glory of God will lighten it, and the 
Lamb will be the light thereof." To all 
such likewise will He "give grace and 
glory," not such as we have described, for 
no description can, by possibility, approach 
even distantly the great reality, inasmuch 
as "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love Him." If to some minds 
these promised glories appear not suffi- 
cient compensation for the vanities they 
are called to renounce, with such, the Saints 
of God can have no fellowship. Expe- 
rience will convince them too late of their 
delusion. But if we have any generous 
feeling of love for a God Who has 
achieved such wonders for our sakes, if 
any sparks of holy zeal be kindled within 
us, let not us be among their number. 
By the mouth of His servant David, God 
has promised to " withhold no good thing 
from them that walk uprightly," which 
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sacred promise. Cheist Himself has re- 
iterated, when He said ** unto him that hath, 
shall more be given.'' Belying upon that 
promise, let us, who perchance are trembling 
upon the threshold, boldly advance, fearing 
nothing, putting our trust in God. God 
will not deceive us. If we trust in Him, 
He will bless us, and we shall be enabled to 
say, from a glorious experience, " Blessed is 
the man that trusteth in Thee." 
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